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fleet was composed of eighty galleys and other vessels;1 and
if we add to these the twenty-two galleys conveying the
French,2 the total would exceed a hundred in all.3 Giovanni
Centurione, surnamed d'Oltramarino, a relative of the Doge
and an experienced sailor, was appointed admiral in com-
mand of the fleet.4 There only remained the ceremony of
blessing the expedition before sailing in accordance with the
general usage on occasions of crusades. This presented
the leaders with some difficulty owing to the schism in the
Church and the presence of contingents from countries
which supported Boniface IX in Rome and others which
obeyed Clement VIII at Avignon. To satisfy all, repre-
sentatives of both popes were brought to the army and a
double benediction was given.6
Finally, the fleet set sail to its destination, one day early
in July6 when the sea was calm and the wind favourable.
The details known of the itinerary show that the galleys
must have followed the short route between Genoa and the
Kingdom of Tunis by crossing the Tuscan, Tyrrhenian and
Mediterranean Seas to the Gulf of Gabds. Passing by the
small islands of Gorgona and Elba, and sailing along the
coast of Sardinia, they halted nearly midway at Cagliari and
the little island of Ogliastro for re-victualling. As they
crossed the part of the sea called by Froissart *le gouffre de
Lion', much feared by the medieval sailors, they underwent
great peril of dispersion and foundering owing to a tempest
which swept that region. In the end, however, the fleet
reached the island of Conigliera, only sixteen leagues off the
1 Religieux, I.e.
2 Cabaret d'Orville, vide supra, 409 and n. 3.
3 Froissart, XIV, 157, speaks of one hundred and twenty galleys, two
hundred other vessels for men-at-arms and arbalesters, and more than a
hundred transports for provisions.
4 Religieux, I, 654; Paolo Interiano, Ristretto delle historic Genovesi, f. 132
ro.    Interiano estimates the fleet at sixty galleys and twenty other ships.
^Religieux, I.e.; Juvenal des Ursins, 383-4.
6 Mirot, 21, suggests that the exact date was 3 July 1390. Delaville Le
Roulx, I, 178, says that on the third day after leaving Marseilles, the Duke
himself landed at Genoa. Froissart, XIV, 158, records the arrival of the
fleet at Porto Fino, a maritime suburb of Genoa, on the third day after sailing
and at Porto Venere, an eastern frontier town of the republic, on the fourth
day. The fleet remained for one night at each of the two ports.